J^jhn P. Kaufman 
6 I'iaple St., 
Gardner, i'l^ 01440 


Dear ♦^ohn. 

You ask about your father as we knew him and begin by saying what I never observed 
in him, "^here was a ppivate side to the man beyond which you could not go.”- I suppose 
that from time to this can be true of just about all of us, I recall nothing like 
that about him. 


Tffo all change with the years and their pressures and I suppose the last time we 
were together was afiOut 1967, 25 years ago. So this could hai^e developed without ray having 
any knowledge of it. I.^kneiJ^Jim^only as a forthright man who sSemed not to hold anything 
bac^. But agaih, the^can have been baci^se we were of th<j same agtf, with similar iiiterests 
and beliefs. . “ 

As I noli^ recall I ^t your .father through peoj^le at aiilOK magazine. I was its Washii^on 
correspondent. I think it, was through allan Chase, now pnobabiy retired alive, when laaj 
I saw him an eminent medical writer, hr H. Kobert Sogers, then editor, lidrer the man who 


^ I.,}-! // 

made a success of the djailed second good— music station in the whole coGinti^ and later mana- 
ger 6f the National Symphony, 


J'- He then had Healfilm, in Hew ySSL, wniated -to; help the war offort, and I was able to i 
get hpa a^sl^ht -^’ough a wonder ful woman who took great iiiterest in young perils and -in 
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them UBeful inside the governnumt, consci^tious people, not clookwatehora,~e^ple j 


.with ideas. I've forgotten the etgancy. It laay have been yho Office of Price l^onirf^'^.'iiut 


after that all he did, all the conneo ions he made, he made on his own. i^y recollection ^bis 


employment then is not, clear but I have many clear i^colxectiosfi of the time we spent to- 
gether Sooialljt. I think that -^1, v<ho is still asleep, would agree that of our friends of 
outage Sidney was our , dearest friend of that- ^!opie ,., a man who lovtjd^ who eamed :|3 lovejil, 
a very bright, witty, thoughftful and caring man. - 

He stayed with me u/^il he got quarters of his oto. At one point, I*m not sure when, 

I got him a scarce room in a gt^tel tliat one of i*il's brothers had taken over and made a 
sinacess of right downtsdn. Either he had his, own room there for a period of time o^’Bd ^always 

foiuia_,f»ne for Sidney when hd... needed - ^ 

Vfe both wont into the array about the same time, did not see each other for a while, 
next tiling I knew your father was a Navy lieut<jri|jint in the same shop in OSS to which 
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I was assigned. I assume from my next recollection tliat he returned to Navy active dilgr. 

It was a H6tke|lnd night and your father, as dusty a man as I remember seeing this 
side of a^ca^l, showed up with syeral members of his crew, idl could always improvi^ 
good meals in thfise days and did. 

It seems like the Navy had gfegoofedi, sending an invasion force forth from the Virginia 




cpps area without photographing it. Your father, using his own camera and film, did that 
for the Navy'^.as-if I recall coirectly was criticised for doing it. PJrobab^ the lower ^oto- 



mac area too. He pJobaHly violated Bome ng regulation, almost inevitttale. although I do 
not recall thjit ho was at all a|pprehensive^faut having fione what needed to be done. 

He tended to be impatient ieat with st^dtdi^ from peopl^e he knew were not stupid. 

I aia pretty sure we first met in either Hew fork or Philadelphia, idl may first have 
seen him when he knocked at the door and said l#^d inViitedml^In those days that was 
a regular experience for her . But from then on he stayed with us whenever he wanted to or 
needed to, wart^e accoiaodations not always being available. 

We dined^ often in those days. Sidney liked to drive outyp near Hockville, to Normansky 

Farms restauTfuit, then in tne country, in the aumaertime. lie then had a convertible, 

I think a^ ■‘^uick, nice those ^ot summer days. ■ 

There were plaSes where I was connected that he liked. I remember a story about one 
that may amuse you. 

We had an Italian friend, Pete Konti^ who served us the finest Italian food we ever 
got. We were ‘Always seated at the fam ila/'s J able in te the back, were served copiously, 
and like us your father thought the menu was simply great. He to<d me this story later. 

Once he wanted to ^et bouis deRochambeau of I think the . March of Time ^(#n a good mood 
so he invited him to Pete s. Only as your father told me, the food he got was rather ordinary. 
He was, of course^^^s^ppooated. The explanati^ is that Pete alwCayS cooked for us and his 
othe»^ old friends, thenhired chefs for others once gete got on his feet. I don't know why 
this Story st^ks in ay mind. It may have been bedause of your father's reaction to h-Sfi • 1, 
disappoii^ent when lie ! d never had other than the very best there and when he needed the / ‘ 
best for business reasons did not ^et it. " 

I My recollection is that despite his brilliance and really keen observation your father 
from time to timq'trusted people whofore not worthy of 'ttOst.I th&nk some took advantage of 
him. He icnow almost everybody and was always willing ^o arrange a meeting. 

Ve knew him as a dear friend, a nan of beliefs that ^»iit something to him, both ±hk 
tolerant and soraetimes of short patience, incisively and instinctively very bright, widely 
informed. 

I' ve been uari ting tjjfta very early in the morning, caution keeping me in the house with 
a film ot icy aif^a windchill too low for me to go out into. I'ee felt 

myself dozing I thought so* if anything is not clejiT, ask me. If I did-not— 

say it above, I'm sure idl will agree that as of that period we loved ypur father more th^n 
any others of our age. 

I remembej' Kathy's wedding and cy acujfe regret that it was unwise for me to go to it. 

As a girl^ she ^%oth beautiful and very i;G.ght. I remember the cartoons of that family 
She drew alMost (faily , in effect getting her started ad a comong novelist when she was al^ut 
eight. Remember she used to post^them on the kitchen wall just inside the door. I remember 
that I had a collection of thick-leaded color pencils from wartime need and gave them to 
her :^or her sketching. I'm getting bad on names but I'll try to tmemember hers in the event 


I see a review by her. 

Se.3Qs to loe last - heard your mother ^-athy was also ^ bird lover and feeder. 

Your mother was a fine photp^apfeer of them in p.trticular but also of other wild 
life, including frogs. I still remember some beautify fro^ pictures she took. 

and a very fine, patient and tolerant young wc^an. She must have fot^d it trying 
that often Sidney could not do what he'd said h^^'do, like being liome for supi^er at a 
particular time ,and then finding that impossible, as well as J|ia long absences on business. 

I was waiting for him times he was anxious to ^et hone on time and couldn't, in his 
office and elsewhere. Your mother seemed patient about it. U1 was, too. Even when w&tl>- 
put having informed ^her I had Invited people for supjjer and they got there before me! 

Another way of putting thid is that it is a reflectioS-h^-^ how fortunate we both 
were with our wives and what our work doiumded of us. 

You ask wl?at your father was interested in. in general, as wqb true of many of us, 
political md cultural matter^s and what in general was going on ,in the world. I am sure 
that like W your father was what in thfse days was so^times kno^m as a "preimiture anti- 
fascist.'' Imagine, people t^lought and acted that way! I was rathe^v surprised to le^irn later 
that he had an interest in tirndworking. I had a few inexpensive power tools I was longer 
using and took them to him at Fairway Close. But I have no recollection of seeing anytliing 

he had built. ,Vhenever,*I visj£ed he had no time for using those tools, those and the ends' 
he alread;/ had. •; ^ _ 

^ You ask (questions related to what our ;iistory would have bean had JFK not been killed. 
Nobfioy Is Ilerlin, who remembered the future, ^t my belief is that Ji’K becjime an entir.^ly 
different man and President as a result of wl^t he experienced and learned during the Cubr 
Fixssile crisis and thaV he had decided on peace and taken some mestningf ul steps toi^ 
achieving peace. I think nong of the ensi^g tragedies would have befallen us and that in- 
stead of being a bankrupt gendai^ to the world we'd be ^ happy, at least reasonably pro- 
spe&is people, with a sounder economy and a considerably reduced militaiy. We have much 
less of a drug problem and culture, young people with better educations and perhaps wider 
interests. TJiere arc things he ciid aa well as what he Sciid that indica ter where he wanted 
us to go. liis problem would ha^e been his oppositim, not his poli^cies. I thi/k he'd 
have be<>n one ofl our^est^if he'd lived to complete’ the first termT 

I've ra^Aled. Please remember me to your mother and sister when you are in touctai 
them. Next tim^I respond ^a.-xiuestior'l hp^e 'I'm noy as diawsy. 

f ' ' '^ur best. 
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